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	SHIRAZ


2005 KALLESKE JOHANN GEORG OLD VINE SHIRAZ
!!
$125.00
REGION: BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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"One of the greatest revelations of my Australian tastings this year was Kalleske.  Owner/winemaker Troy Kalleske owns a remarkable 400 acres in the Greenock region of the Barossa Valley, with about 200 cultivated with vines.  From the northern section of the Barossa, where conditions are much more extreme, and the vines are incredibly stressed, he appears to have a talent for turning out magnificently concentrated, full throttle reds that are indigenous to the top echelon of Southern Australian producers.  In fact there is nothing like these wines anywhere else in the world.  Readers should make every effort to get in on the ground floor as I predict fame and fortune for Kalleske."   Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate
"The 2005 Shiraz 'Johann Georg' raises the stakes to a new level. It is sourced from vines planted in 1875 and yielding a tiny 1.5 tons per acre. It spent 2 years in American and French hogsheads, two-thirds new. It is more complex aromatically with a splendid bouquet of toast, smoke, creosote, violets, black cherry, and blackberry. Full-bodied, big and rich, but still relatively ungiving, it has remarkable concentration, purity, and length. It needs 6-8 years of further bottle age to begin revealing its full potential and will drink well through 2035 if not longer."  Jay Miller, The Wine Advocate – 96 points
"The good news is that this wine is bloody fantastic. The bad news is that it’s a one bottle limit per customer and already sold out. It’s all happening here with aromas of blackberry, dark plum, aniseed, chocolate, eucalypt, coal and vanilla pudding. Richly fruited and handsomely oaked. On the palate full bodied with a torrent of flavour including black fruit, raspberry, aniseed, chocolate, tar, cedar and vanilla. Intense and deep but not at the expense of freshness. Lovely creamy texture with plenty of fine ripe powder fine tannins and clean acidity. Enormous length of flavour. It’s a show stopper and a jaw dropper. I’d buy a bottle if I could. Drink : 2014 – 2025."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 96 points

"Despite the alcohol, only medium-bodied; has that 100+-year-old vine stamp; deceptively moderate weight, yet a great array of licorice, blackberry and black cherry fruit; harmonious oak. Vines planted 1875. 15.5º alc. Drink Now - 2025."  James Halliday – 95 points
"Sigh! If only all wines were this good..... A wine that is all about structure, fruit quality and finish, and yet it is one of those rare beasts that will continue to improve for years, but it is still bloody drinkable now. Aromas of blackberry, blackcurrant/ black plum spectrum fruit, cedar and subtle spices are inviting.  The deep, pure, strong fruit is perfectly framed by dusty tannins and unobtrusive acid. The palate is rich and sumptuous with blackberry, chocolate, aniseed and coffee flavours, which has a throttling finish that goes a full lap past the checkered flag. Full-bodiesd solid, and harmonious already, in time it should become seamless. A class act, it's rated as Excellent with ((( for value now, and well-worth the $100 flag fall, and the price won't matter when it reaches it's peak and the rating improves."  Ric Einstein, Torbwine
"Troy Kalleske and his family just continue to run from strength to strength.  There’s a powerhouse of vineyard behind the wines, all faithfully delivered in the winery and appreciated by all who taste them.  This, the top wine from Kalleske, is rich and regional, crafted with balance but still packing a real punch, dark berry fruit aromas, earthy spices, ripe yet fresh.  The palate is a symphony of texture and flavour, filling the mouth with deep old vine fruit concentration, it’s a powerful proposition.  Oak is thoroughly integrated and tannins run in deep channels through to the finish.  It’s a convincing rendition of young hands at the wheel of old vine heritage."  Nick Stock, The Adelaide Review – 93 points
"Sourced from dry-grown, low-yield shiraz planted in 1875 and the family’s flagship wine.  A gorgeous wine reflecting the quality of the fruit, it has complex aromas including dark plum, cinnamon and coffee, while the palate is crammed with sweet, juicy shiraz fruit flavours finishing with soft, fine-grained tannins.  A big red for a big occasion."  Ross Noble, The Courier
Big bottle, big wine, big price, big hit.  Have it with a big occasion."    Max Crus, The Daily Examiner – 8.8/10 points

"Johann Georg Shiraz is a single vineyard wine produced from the oldest vineyard on the Kalleske estate. This vineyard was planted in1875 and produces very low yields of around one tonne per acre from old, knarly, dry grown vines. The top soil is sandy with excellent clay subsoil. The wine is a tribute to Johann Georg Kalleske, the first Kalleske ancestor to migrate to Australia. Johann Georg was born in Brä  tz, Prussia in 1794 and migrated to South Australia with his wife and children in 1838.  

The old Shiraz vines are handpicked and the grapes are gently destemmed into a small open top fermenter. The grapes are fermented for a week on skins where hand pumpovers are employed two to three times daily. The must is basket pressed while still fermenting (approximately one baume) and immediately filled to new American and French oak hogsheads where it completes fermentation. The wine matures in hogsheads for two years prior to bottling. Johann Georg Shiraz is bottled unfined and unfiltered. 

The 2005 growing season started with a wet Winter and Spring, providing excellent moisture for the vines. A cooler than average Summer with no heat waves resulted in gradual ripening and retained natural acidity in the grapes. A dry, mild to warm Autumn with sunny days provided ideal ripening conditions to finish the grapes to maturity. A good vintage with intense flavours.

The colour is deep black-red. On the nose there are powerful aromatics of dark berries, plum, cinnamon, aniseed, coffee, cedar and chocolate.  The full-bodied muscular palate is rich and dense with finely textured tannins and fleshy dark fruit. A weighty and sophisticated wine with a great balance. The intense flavours linger for a long time giving this wine a generous finish.  A magnificent wine that whilst drinks well upon release will ultimately benefit  from a decade or more in the cellar."  Winery Notes
Drink Now  to 2025.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

