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	SHIRAZ


2005 THORN-CLARKE SHOTFIRE RIDGE SHIRAZ
!
$23.50
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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"The large Thorn-Clarke Barossa Valley vineyard provides grapes for other producers but their own wines are impressive. This is dense and chocolatey with concentrated blackberry and spice characters. It has good body and supple texture finishing balanced and firm. A steal. Food: Beef Chasseur. Ageing: Drink now to 2013."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell & Sally Gudgeon, The Age Uncorked Wine Guide – BEST RED WINE $15-$25
The wine was awarded 2nd place out of 129 Australian shiraz tasted by the renowned Cuisine Magazine: "This glass-staining fruit bomb couldn’t help to impress Barossa fans, especially if it’s served with a sticky braised meat dish. It shows excellent, ripe varietal definition, spot-on balance, and the oak is subtle seasoning rather than the main course."  Cuisine Magazine, Top Ten Australian Shiraz
"A full-bodied wine, with layers of black fruits; tannins and oak in appropriate support. Gold medal at the National Wine Show '06. Drink Now-2025."  James Halliday - 94 points
"The 2005 Shiraz Shotfire Ridge beefs up the oak and fruit intensity in a full-bodied, chocolaty, rich, ball buster styled Barossa Shiraz that coats the palate, stains the teeth, and provides an intense mouthful of wine. It should drink well for 10-12 years. It is remarkable value. Drink 2006-2018."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate - 92 points

"'A great drop', enthused one judge. An excellent ripe cherry/chocolate style, very typical of the regional. Lovely big, ripe, spicy aromas and long, lingering, mouthfilling flavours. Very classy."  Winestate  (((((
"Chocolate raisins, spiced plums and berries make a forward fruit statement to this juicy, ripe Barossa wine. Just the lighter side of full-bodied, it's a soft, uncomplicated style with toasty oak and underlying savouriness. Already drinking well."  New Zealand International Wine Show – Gold Medal
Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar – 92 points (no review available)
A Blue-Gold Award Winner at the 2007 Sydney International Wine Competition. To quote some of the judges:
"Almost Heathcote in style. Big primary fruit. Rich, bright, yummy Shiraz. Coolish climate but ripe. Well made. Had that roasted, red pepper character and ripe raspberries I associate with that area, verging on the chocolate. Sweet fruit but not dead fruit, and I think that’s the real challenge here. Lovely oak. Beautiful French oak which sits very comfortably with this rather big wine. A real challenge, but it sat beautifully with the food."  Steve Flamsteed
"Powerful nose. Good black fruit and toasty oak. It gives a sweet impression on the palate. It has good potential. The combination is good, but the wood is still a little bit too prominent at the moment."  Gyles Webb
"Very savoury and fruity Shiraz brimming with crunchy black fruit and spice. The oak stood out when had with food. A very macho wine. Will overpower most food. Best enjoyed by itself."  Tony Allen

Awards: 
Gold Medal  - 2006 Canberra Wine Show

Blue-Gold Award Winner - 2007 Sydney International Wine Competition

Drink Now  to 2020.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

