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	SHIRAZ


2005 VILLA MARIA CELLAR SELECTION SYRAH
!!
$39.95
REGION: HAWKES BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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A superb wine. An incredibly complex nose with beautiful aromatics; lashings of white pepper and nuances of violets that blossomed as the wine breathed. In fact the nose was that good that I was quite content just to swirl and not taste – always the sign of a special wine. The palate did not disappoint though; savoury, subtle, spicy and peppery. All elegance and class. When New Zealand syrahs are good they are world class.

"Ruby, carmine and velvet, deeper than the Bullnose, in the middle for depth. And in every respect but one,  this wine is almost modelled on Bullnose: wonderful florals from roses to violets, crisp cassis and some plum, subtle oak aromatics. On palate, these components meld into a flavoursome crisp young wine with beautiful cassis berry, all slightly acid. Where it departs from Bullnose is in the weight of fruit, this wine pulling up a bit short against the velvet of the other. But it is still lovely syrah, explicitly varietal, which once it has softened for three years or so, will give much pleasure. Cellar 5 – 15 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews (((( (18.0 points)

"Opulent purple/red, deep and shiny. Vibrant black pepper on the nose with a hint of a marmite character and savoury, spicy, peppery and earthy flavours with plum jam, liquorice, chocolate and iodine with a hint of tar and a suggestion of wild roses. Deep and profound but still very tight in its tannin structure. 13.5% alc."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"The Villa Maria Syrah vineyards are located in the Gimblett Gravels of Hawkes Bay. The free-draining gravely soils and warm conditions of the Gimblett Gravels encourage low yields and devigourated vines.

Crimson with youthful purple hues, this elegant yet full bodied Syrah displays classic white pepper notes along with violets, cedar and red plums. The palate is refined with fine powdery tannins and balanced acidity, which will allow the wine to age and gain further complexity."  Winery Notes
Drink Now  to 2015.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

