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	SHIRAZ


2006 ESK VALLEY BLACK LABEL SYRAH

$32.95
REGION: HAWKES BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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Esk Valley is renowned for producing wonderful syrah and the 2006 Black Label Syrah (their 'budget' label) is right in the groove – peppery, elegant, beautiful balance and structure; all class at under $30.
"When looking back over my notes from this Esk Valley tasting, the words I see repeated throughout the wines are 'restraint', 'elegance' and 'balance'. It was difficult to see a weak link in the lineup, and previous tastings of the wines bolster that impression. Gordon Russell (winemaker) acknowledges Esk Valley generally has more fruit than needed, allowing them to select the best for their own needs with owner, Villa Maria, finding a home for the rest. No doubt Esk also benefits from the experience and capital of  Villa Maria, as the care and attention to detail and dedication to quality have long been a hallmark of all in the Villa Maria stable. The combination of the skill and obvious passion of Gordon, the quality and care of their vineyards and a hands-off approach to winemaking has given a superb range of wines, displaying character, elegance and individuality. This is winery with plenty of history, and an exciting future too."  Emma Jenkins, Independent Wine Monthly
"Ruby,  carmine and velvet, not so much lighter than the Esk Reserve, but brighter, implying less new oak exposure. To first sniff,  there is no doubt this is fine syrah. Nothing is overt, but there are gentle floral notes, beautiful cassis, clear dark plums. With less new oak than the Reserve, the fruit qualities in some ways are clearer, though quieter. Palate has the freshness of blackcurrants, a beautiful saturation of flavour, all lingering on grape tannins. Finish is a little short, as yet, but like the Cognoscenti Syrah, it will fill out, I am sure. Cellar 5 – 15 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews (((( (18.0+ points)

"We started with the 2006 Esk Valley Black Label Syrah, a variety about which Gordon Russell (winemaker) is enormously enthusiastic, saying it is Hawke's Bay's answer to pinot noir - while it may have more tannin and body, it has the same perfumed, aromatic style and fresh acidity. I think we should be so lucky if HB winemakers confine themselves to syrah at the expense of pinot noir, and Esk Valley's two syrahs are fairly convincing examples of why this variety is making such a good name for itself in the region. The 2006 Black Label  Syrah undoubtedly a steal at around NZ$20 with excellent varietal expression, plenty of black berryfruit, blueberries, vanilla and spice from light and well-integrated oak, opening up to loads of white pepper and a very exotic spicy finish. Intially, Esk Valley made these wines similar to their Bordeaux varietals but after consideration began to experiment with making them more in the manner of pinot noir with extended time on skins, long (wild) ferments and using Burgundy barrels. The result gives a wine with very fine-grained tannins and a silky texture akin to good pinot noir. There is a definite suppleness to this wine and the around 18 months spent in oak (albeit older) has given a rounded complexity."  Emma Jenkins, Independent Wine Monthly
"Dense Syrah with strong berry and plum flavours seasoned with a mix of white and black pepper. Bright, fresh and vibrant wine with great cellaring potential." Bob Campbell MW - 90 points  ((((
"This wine is a blend of two Gimblett Gravels vineyard sites, the Cornerstone Vineyard and Omahu Gravels Vineyard. The vines are trained on a VSP trellis and intensively managed, employing shoot thinning, leaf plucking and bunch thinning to produce high quality fruit. Hand harvesting ensured only clean and ripe fruit was harvested.

This is a very varietal wine, displaying classic Gimblett Gravels Syrah notes of plums, blackberries, pepper and exotic spice notes. It is a rich and full bodied style with excellent natural acidity."  Winery Notes
Awards:

5th Place, Best Shiraz – 2008 Winestate Wine of the Year Awards

Drink Now  to 2020.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

