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	SHIRAZ


2006 KALLESKE PIRATHON SHIRAZ
!!
$24. 95
REGION: BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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The 2006 Pirathon shiraz is the second vintage of an "entry level" shiraz for Kalleske. Like it's predecessor, the wine is simply sensational for the asking price and to quote Taste Food & Wine (Best Wines of 2008) on the 2005: "Troy Kalleske has exerted himself beyond the realms of human capabilities to create a very senior wine that looks, feels and tastes like it’s worth twice as much as its puny price tag."  
"A broodingly deep, dark-red shiraz which shows cooler fruit in its blend of north-west valley sources; more layers unfold in the glass, starting with chocolatey characters in the nose before a fantastic structure in the mouth, fruit brightness and tannins in balance. Immensely drinkable and playful with lots of interest."  Tony Love, The Advertiser – 95 points
"Fabulous smelling wine packed with dark Barossan goodness and offering things like black fruit, dark chocolate, baking spices (nutmeg, cloves, allspice), roses, tar and a little menthol lift. The oak is unobtrusive and beautifully folded into the wine. On the palate full bodied with rich black fruit, a little raspberry, dark chocolate and spicy flavours. It’s smooth, ripe and long and enormously satisfying to drink. I think it’s probably even better than the 2005… so perhaps I should score it higher. Regardless, I’d recommend getting onto and into a bit of this gear without reservation. Drink : 2008 - 2016+."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 93 points

"Inky black and quite thick looking. Lovely plummy fruit that gives way to a savoury spicey tone on the nose. Wow, what an impact this has! Jets into your mouth with vibrant plum and cherry fruit, and lovely choc and coffee coating. Nice savoury tones and a long long finish with nice black pepper. Tannins are soft and velvety, but are there enough to make a really nice mouthfeel - verging on chewiness. This wine is a cracker, fair and simple."  Wine Without Wank – Very Good Quality, Above Average Value
"A beautifully lush, ripe red which is absolutely true to its north-west Barossa origins. The blackberrylicorice overtones have a lot of appeal and the palate is satisfyingly mouthfilling. Excellent Value."  Lester Jesberg, Winewise - Highly Recommended

"A powerful, generous wine with delightful varietal fruit intensity combined seamlessly with some amazing oak, lively acid and warming alcohol. An excellent and faultless wine. Enjoy!"  Winestate  (((((
"The august Barons of the Barossa ordained Troy Kalleske as 2008 Winemaker of the Year. The Kalleske’s are latter-day biodynamic and organic pioneers. Lutheran Pastors have tended to regard followers of Rudolph Steiner, the bio-D guru, as the anti-Christ, which is a bit silly. The Barossa used only the old natural spray remedies and composts til the uber-chemo epoch marched in with gardening by remote. Smelling of the scones and cream at an old railway station kiosk as much as your actual blackberries, this is delightful, clean, wholesome, healthy, hand-made black-as-sin shiraz from Kalleske’s friends’ vineyards."  Philip White, The Independent Weekly – 92++ points
"There's a lot of coffee and chocolate-like flavour here, most of it coming from rather assertive oak. Don't let that put you off though - because there's so much rich, luscious, mouthfilling fruit flavour here that it's quite difficult to believe that this is a sub $25 red. Big, smooth and generous, this would make for excellent mid-winter red wine drinking. Drink: 2008-2012."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 92 points

"Pirathon 2006 Shiraz April 08 sells for between $22 and $24 and is sealed under cork. The wine is made by Troy Kalleske. The bouquet is fruit driven and shows very sweet plummy characters; it's clean and modern. Unobtrusive chalky tannins combine with equally unobtrusive youthful acid to back a medium-weight, fruit driven wine. The consistency is soft, the structure is open and the complexity is both agreeable and harmonious. It's a very easy-drinking, food friendly wine. The plum, cherry, blackberry, dark chocolate, coffee, and a hint of bitter herbs on the tail produce an attractive flavour profile. This wine will be hugely popular as it's just so bloody easy to scoff down. Rated as Highly Recommended with **** for value, drink over the next five years. It's not a brilliant wine, but it has been brilliantly crafted."  Ric Einstein, www.torbwine.com
"The grapes were harvested from low-yielding vineyards of a number of traditional family growers in the north-western Barossa districts of Greenock, Moppa, Belvedere, Stonewell, Seppeltsfield, Koonunga and Ebenezer. The wine was vintaged at the Kalleske winery by Troy Kalleske - the grapes were traditionally handcrafted in open top fermenters and basket pressed before maturing in barrel. The wines were then seasoned in American, French, Russian and Hungarian hogsheads for two years, then carefully blended to produce the ultimate blend.

Pirathon Shiraz 2006 is dark red-black in colour. The perfumed bouquet is lifted with rich aromas of fruit cake, roses, blackcurrant, chocolate, nutmeg spice and wild berry.  The serious and complex palate is mouthfilling with generous dark fruit and balanced oak barrel characters. This full-bodied wine is multi-dimensional with a solid structure and fine integrated tannins. A very persistent finish completes a powerful and well-balanced wine. Pirathon is a paramount expression of north-western Barossa Shiraz that will reward time in the cellar."  Winery Notes  
Drink Now  to 2017.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

