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	SHIRAZ


2009 CLONAKILLA SHIRAZ VIOGNIER
!!
$145.00
REGION: CANBERRA DISTRICT, NEW SOUTH WALES
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"JEREMY OLIVER’S WINE OF THE YEAR: This wine, already known as Australia’s finest expression of the traditional Cote Rôtie, has just ramped up another notch. The 2009 season has produced a Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier with more texture, structure and layers of depth than any previous vintage. The Viognier, occasionally rather flirty in young Clonakilla, is enveloped by the remainder of the wine, which simply builds in perfume and depth the more aeration it receives.

Tim Kirk agrees with me that 2009 was a special vintage for his flagship, but from a winemaking perspective, says he has done nothing especially different with the wine. It’s my guess, then, that something has happened in the vineyard, perhaps within the significant portion of the vineyard that remains relatively young. Have the vine roots penetrated a new, rich layer of subsoil structure? Or might it be a result of the ageing of the vines themselves? I’d love to know. Meantime, I very much doubt that this exceptional wine is a once-off.”  Jeremy Oliver – WINE OF THE YEAR, 98 points 

“Deeply coloured; the bouquet is almost backward and is slow to reveal the intricate layers of black fruits that lie therein; time reveals succulent black fruits, minerals, fine spices and a touch of fresh garden herbs; the palate delivers a wonderful mixture of opulent fruit, savoury complexity, and silky fine tannins that persist for an incredibly long time; only at the very end do you get a glimpse of the fine oak in use; certain to be long-lived. Screwcap. Dribk 2025.”  James Halliday - 97 points
“The rise in status of Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier over the past decade has been phenomenal. It is now a contender for the mantle of ‘Australia’s best red wine’. It commands extremely strong prices on the auction circuit too. I tasted this in January, as a finished blend but pre-bottling, and then polished off a bottle of the finished, bottled wine last night. Bottle emptied at remarkable speed, I must say. Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier is not a single vineyard wine (anymore) but it’s pretty close to it. 

It’s a superb release. It is so silken, so finely tannic, and so persistent. It tastes of roasted meats, dark cherries, boysenberries and a wild array of spices. The way its tannin curls through the finish is quite astonishing. This is a soft and fairly open release; it’s so well balanced, and mellifluous, and inherently complex that you can pretty much get maximum enjoyment from it now, in its extreme youth.”  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 98 points
Drink Now to 2025. 



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

