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	SHIRAZ


1996 YALUMBA THE OCTAVIUS OLD VINE BAROSSA SHIRAZ     !!
$140.00
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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"1996 was a perfect growing season and this wine is destined to be one of the all time great Octavius'. Inky purple/black in colour with incredibly youthful hues. The nose displays very powerful primary fruit, stewing plums and tarry licorice notes followed by a rich, sweet, coffee, and chocolate oak background. The palate is firm, focused and chewy with multiple layers of complexity. This is a brooding wine that will develop into one of the all time greats."  Winery Notes
"The spectacular 1996 The Octavius is a basket-pressed Shiraz possessing huge power as well as massive, oozing, cedar and glycerin-imbued blackberry and cassis aromas and flavors (sic). The superb effort is one of the great Old Vine Shiraz (wines) ... available in the marketplace.  It should drink well for up to two decades."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate - 95 points

"Intense fruit/peppery spice aroms.  Huge palate with great depth of chocolate/leather-like flavours. Plenty of great peppery oak and fine tannins."  Winestate  (((((
"Octavius spends two years in mostly new barrels. But there.s one even more unusual aspect. The barrels are octaves, containing 90 litres - less than half the size of a 225-litre barrique, the standard size in use today.

All these factors intensify the impact of the oak on the wine. It goes without saying that a wine must be terrifically rich and concentrated to stand up to the treatment. Even so, some still find Octavius an excessively woody wine, and I have been critical of some previous vintages. But I have no such reservations about the 1996. It's a majestic red: incredibly dense and powerful, almost unbearably luscious in its ultra-ripe, blackberry, licorice/ aniseed, vanilla, raisin and fruitcake Barossa shiraz flavours."  Huon Hooke, The Sydney Morning Herald

"Top Shiraz from Barossa. Aged in oak for two years.  Intense tea-smoked nose; intensity continues on to the palate, with delicious blackberry plum fruit, oak; good weight and texture."  Catharine Lowe, Decanter Magazine 
"Dark, dense red-purple; aromas leap from the glass, ranging through vanilla, chocolate and mint, all in mega-mode. The palate simply oozes black cherry/berry fruit; lusciously concentrated but not extractive or, amazingly, over-oaked. Drink Now - 2021."  James Halliday - 92 points
Drink Now  to 2020.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

